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13th Sunday After Pentecost
August 23 2026, at 10:30 am

Lay Speaker, Bill Pim

ORDER OF WORSHIP
*PRELUDE 		

* WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          WORSHIP ASSISTANT

* OPENING HYMN		"We All Are One In Mission"	ELW 576
One License A-700000  CCLI - 11222261
1.We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.
A single great commission compels us from above
to plan and work together that all may know Christ’s love.

2.We all are called for service, to witness in God’s name.
Our ministries are diff’rent; our purpose is the same:
to touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace, 
so ev’ry folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace.

3.Now let us be united, and let out song be heard.
Now let us be a vessel for God’s redeeming Word.
We all are one in mission; we all are one in call,
our varied gifts united by Christ, the Lord of all.


* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                              BILL PIM
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us by name, claims us as family, and keeps covenant with us through every generation. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept for reflection.

God of Joseph, Ruben and Judah, you have called us into your family by grace, not by earning. Yet we forget who we belong to. We trust our own striving more than your promise. We cling to favoritism, resentment, fear, and scarcity. We wound one another in word and deed. We doubt your provision, resist your calling, and turn away from our neighbors. Forgive us. Remind us whose we are. Teach us to live as people shaped by your covenant of mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news: God’s promise does not depend on human perfection. The covenant is gift, not reward. Your past does not define you; God’s mercy does. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Amen.

* KYRIE		 “Have Mercy on Us Lord”		ELW pg 203
1.Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer.
We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair.

2.Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin.
Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin.

3.Have mercy on us, Lord; make sin and shame depart.
Renew us with your saving pow’r, create in us new hearts!


* CANTICLE OF PRAISE   “Glory Be To God In Heaven” ELW pg 204
1.Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

2.Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. Hear our prayer: restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.
3.Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call:
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high.

*GREETING                                                      BILL PIM
THE GRACE OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD, AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOU ALL. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY                                    WORSHIP ASSISTANT
O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

* PASSING OF THE PEACE                                 WORSHIP ASSISTANT
MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALWAYS.  AND ALSO WITH YOU.

PLEASE SHARE THE SIGN OF PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER WITH A WAVE.


*CHILDREN’S MOMENT – PULPIT PREQUEL           BILL PIM

*FIRST LESSON: Exodus 1:8—21                        Reader
The brave Hebrew midwives defied Pharaoh to save many infants from death. 

8 Now a new king arose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians subjected the Israelites to hard servitude 14 and made their lives bitter with hard servitude in mortar and bricks and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.
  15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women and see them on the birthstool, if it is a son, kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this and allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women, for they are vigorous and give birth before the midwife comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives, and the people multiplied and became very strong. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

*SECOND LESSON: Romans 12:1-8                         Reader
In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     "Alleluia! Lord and Savior"	ELW pg. 205
Al-le-lu-ia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Al-le-lu-ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

* GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20               Bill Pim, Lay Speaker
At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 16th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

*SERMON    “THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION”         BILL PIM	
[bookmark: _Hlk190775934]* HYMN OF THE DAY 	"My Hope is Built on Nothing Less"	ELW 597
Public Domain
1.My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness; no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. On Christ the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

2.When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging
Grace; in ev’ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. On Christ the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

3.His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay. On Christ the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

4.When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne! On Christ the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

* APOSTLE’S CREED                                          WORSHIP ASSISTANT
LET US PROCLAIM OUR FAITH IN THE APOSTLE’S CREED.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* Prayers of Intercession                                 Bill Pim
                                                                      Be Seated
                                                     Prayer Request & Joys to Share
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation (local areas of ecological concern may be named). Teach us to be wise stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster (especially). Guide the work of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.
Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Offering                                                  Worship Assistant
The monthly mission for August is for Collaboration & Shared Missions.  Let us give to God what He has first given us.

* OFFERING MUSIC BY JARED

* OFFERING HYMN 		“We Are an Offering”		 ELW #692
CCLI – 11222261   To be sung while the offering is returned to Altar
We lift our voices, we lift out hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an offering.


* OFFERING PRAYER            WORSHIP ASSISTANT AND CONGREGATION
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.






* LORD’S PRAYER                                 BILL PIM         ELW PG 208
OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.

*BLESSING                                                       BILL PIM
THE LOVE OF GOD ABOUND IN YOU; THE GRACE OF OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST FILL YOUR HEARTS; AND THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT + BLESS YOU AND GIVE YOU PEACE. AMEN.

*HYMNOLOGY STORY		                          BILL PIM											
* CLOSING HYMN	"The Church’s One Foundation"	ELW 654
Public Domain
1.The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the word.
From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

2.Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth.
her charter of salvation one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses with ev’ry grace endued.

3.Though with a scornful wonder this world sees her oppressed,
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed,
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up: “How long?” and soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song.

4.Through toil and tribulation and tumult of her war, she waits the consummation of peace forever more, till with the vision
glorious her longing eyes are blest, and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.

5.Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, and
mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav’nly chorus! Lord, save us by your grace, that
we, like saints before us, may see you face to face.

* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, sharing the gifts of Christ! Thanks be to God!

*POSTLUDE		
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