PEACE BE WITH YOU: Service of Lessons & Carols for Easter 2
April 12, 2026 at 10:30
*PRELUDE

* CALL TO WORSHIP                                              WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Beloved in Christ, in this Easter season we gather not only to remember the resurrection, but to hear again the story of God’s saving work—from promise to fulfillment, from fear to peace, from doubt to faith. Today, like the disciples, we listen for the voice of the risen Christ among us.

* GATHERING HYMN	 “Now the Green Blade Rises”		ELW 379
One License A-700000
1.Now the green blade rises from the buried grain,
   wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
   love lives again, that with the dead has been;
   love is come again like wheat a rising green.

2.In the grave they laid him, love by hatred slain,
   thinking that he would never wake again,
   laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen;
   love is come again like wheat arising green.

3.Forth he came at Easter like the risen grain,
   he that for three days in the grave had lain;
   raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen;
   love is come again like wheat arising green.

4.When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain,
   your touch can call us back to life again,
   fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been;
   love is come again like what arising green.



* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      WORSHIP ASSISTANT AND CONGREGATION
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Gracious God, we confess that we have not always lived as Easter people. We cling to fear when you offer peace. We hold onto doubt without seeking you. We close doors that you long to open. Forgive us for the ways we resist your resurrection life. Breathe your Spirit into us again, that we may live as your forgiven and renewed people. Through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

Hear the good news: Christ is risen, and nothing—not even sin or death—can separate us from the love of God. In the mercy of almighty God, your sins are forgiven. You are made new in Christ. Thanks be to God.

* GREETING                                                           WORSHIP ASSISTANT
THE GRACE OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOU ALL.  AND ALSO WITH YOU.

* PRAYER OF THE DAY                                        WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Let us pray. Risen Christ, you come among us even when the doors are locked and our hearts are uncertain. Breathe your peace into our lives. Open the scriptures to us, and open us to your presence, that we may believe, rejoice, and follow you. For you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

* PASSING OF THE PEACE                                 WORSHIP ASSISTANT
MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALWAYS.    AND ALSO WITH YOU.

PLEASE SHARE THE PEACE OF CHRIST WITH A WAVE. THEN WAVE TO THOSE WATCHING FROM HOME.

FIRST READING: The Promise of New Life – Ezekiel 37:1–14    Reader
[Ezekiel said] 1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
  7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
  11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

MUSICAL RESPONSE: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 597 vs. 1
Public Domain
1.My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; no merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus’
name.    Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

SECOND READING: New Birth into Living Hope: 1 Peter 1:3–9       Reader
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

MUSICAL RESPONSE: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 597 vs. 2
Public Domain
2.When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; in ev’ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.
Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

THIRD READING: Peace in the Midst of Fear – John 20:19–25
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”
24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

MUSICAL RESPONSE: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 597 vs. 3 
Public Domain
3.His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay.
Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

FOURTH READING: From Doubt to Faith – John 20:26–31
26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

MUSICAL RESPONSE: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW 597 vs 4
Public Domain
4.When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne!   Refrain: On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand.

* APOSTLE’S CREED                                                                WORSHIP ASSISTANT
LET US PROCLAIM OUR FAITH IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE’S CREED.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                 WORSHIP ASSISTANT

                                                                        PLEASE BE SEATED
                                                ANY PRAYER REQUESTS PR JOYS TO SHARE

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic particles. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work for peace in their nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any way (especially). Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have prepared for them. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and sacrificial love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them into your glorious presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.


* OFFERING                                                                    WORSHIP ASSISTANT
THE MONTHLY MISSION FOR APRIL IS FOR “THE FUNERAL MEAL SUPPLIES.”
LET US GIVE TO GOD WHAT HE HAS FIRST GIVEN US. 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY JARED

* OFFERING HYMN 	“Be Not Afraid”		 ELW #388 (sing 2x)

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, al-le-lu-ia!

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, al-le-lu-ia!

* OFFERTORY PRAYER:                                                     WORSHIP ASSISTANT

Risen Christ, all that we have is a gift from you. Receive these offerings as signs of our gratitude and use them to bring life, hope, and peace into the world. In your holy name we pray. Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                             WORSHIP ASSISTANT
GATHERED INTO ONE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, LET US PRAY AS JESUS TAUGHT US TO PRAY.   
OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER AND GLORY FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.

* BLESSING                                                                          WORSHIP ASSISTANT
The risen Christ stands among you and says, “Peace be with you.” May that peace guard your hearts and minds, now and forever. Amen.

* Closing Hymn “That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright		ELW 384
Public Domain
1.That Easter Day with joy was bright; the sun shone out with fairer light when, to their longing eyes restored, the apostles saw their risen Lord!

2.O Jesus, king of gentleness, with constant love our hearts possess; to you our lips will ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise.

3.O Christ, you are the Lord of all in this our Easter festival, for you will be our strength and shield from ev’ry weapon death can wield.

4.All praise, O risen Lord, we give to you, once dead, but now alive!  To God the Father equal praise, and God the Spirit, now we raise!

* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news: Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

*Postlude

