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Lay Speaker, Bill Pim

*PRELUDE 		

* WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     WORSHIP ASSISTANT

*OPENING HYMN     “I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES”	  ELW 619 
Public Domain
1.I know that my Redeemer lives!  What comfort this sweet sentence gives! He lives, he lives, who once was dead; he lives, my ever-living head!

2.He lives triumphant from the grave; he lives eternally to save; he lives exalted, throned above; he lives to rule his church in love.

3.He lives to grant me rich supply; he lives to guide me with his eye; he lives to comfort me when faint; he lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

4.He lives to silence all my fears; he lives to wipe away my tears; he lives to calm my troubled heart; he lives all blessings to impart.

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      BILL PIM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us to follow and invites us to life. Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.

God of grace, we confess that fear often holds us back.  You call us to be a light to the nations, yet we struggle to tell our faith stories.  You call us to leave our nets and follow you, but we’d prefer to serve you from inside familiar walls.  You remind us we are salt and light, but the fear of saying the wrong thing keeps us silent.  Forgive us, merciful God. Renew our courage, integrity, and love, so that we may share your grace and follow Christ faithfully. Amen.

Almighty God strengthens you with power through the Holy Spirit, ✚ forgives you all your sins, and calls you to follow in faith and love. Amen.

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE	“This is the Feast”	ELW pg. 149
REFRAIN: THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY FOR OUR GOD. AL-LE-LU-IA. 
1. WORTHY IS CHRIST, THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN, WHOSE BLOOD SET US FREE TO BE PEOPLE OF GOD.  POWER AND RICHES AND WISDOM AND STRENGTH, AND HONOR AND BLESSING AND GLORY ARE HIS.

REFRAIN: THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY FOR OUR GOD. AL-LE-LU-IA.
2.SING WITH ALL THE PEOPLE OF GOD AND JOIN IN THE HYMN OF ALL CREATION: BLESSING AND HONOR AND GLORY AND MIGHT BE TO GOD AND THE LAMB FOREVER. AMEN.
REFRAIN: THIS IS THE FEAST OF VICTORY FOR OUR GOD, FOR THE LAMB WHO WAS SLAIN HAS BEGUN HIS REIGN. AL-LE-LU-IA, AL-LE-LU-IA.

*GREETING                       BILL PIM
THE GRACE OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOU ALL.  AND ALSO WITH YOU.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY              WORSHIP ASSISTANT
God of light, you call us to shine with gentleness and truth. Guard us from fear that keeps our faith hidden, and from pride that seeks attention for itself. Let our words and actions point to you alone, so that others may see your love at work among us. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.


* PASSING OF THE PEACE       WORSHIP ASSISTANT
MAY THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALWAYS. AND ALSO WITH YOU.

SHARE THE PEACE OF CHRIST WITH ONE ANOTHER WITH A WAVE.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT - PULPIT PREQUEL	BILL PIM

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 58:1-12                   Reader
 1 Shout out; do not hold back!
  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
 Announce to my people their rebellion,
  to the house of Jacob their sins.
 2 Yet day after day they seek me
  and delight to know my ways,
 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
 they ask of me righteous judgments;
  they want God on their side.
 3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see?
  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day
  and oppress all your workers.
 4 You fast only to quarrel and to fight
  and to strike with a wicked fist.
 Such fasting as you do today
  will not make your voice heard on high.
 5 Is such the fast that I choose,
  a day to humble oneself?
 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush
  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
 Will you call this a fast,
  a day acceptable to the Lord?

 6 Is not this the fast that I choose:
  to loose the bonds of injustice,
  to undo the straps of the yoke,
 to let the oppressed go free,
  and to break every yoke?
 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry
  and bring the homeless poor into your house;
 when you see the naked, to cover them
  and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
 8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
  and your healing shall spring up quickly;
 your vindicator shall go before you;
  the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
 9a Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
  you shall cry for help, and he will say, “Here I am.”

 9b If you remove the yoke from among you,
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
 10 if you offer your food to the hungry
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
 then your light shall rise in the darkness
  and your gloom be like the noonday.
 11 The Lord will guide you continually
  and satisfy your needs in parched places
  and make your bones strong,
 and you shall be like a watered garden,
  like a spring of water
  whose waters never fail.
 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
  the restorer of streets to live in.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 112:1-9                        READER
1 Praise the Lord!
  Happy are those who fear the Lord,
  who greatly delight in his commandments.
 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
  the generation of the upright will be blessed.
 3 Wealth and riches are in their houses,
  and their righteousness endures forever.
 4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
  they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
 5 It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
  who conduct their affairs with justice.
 6 For the righteous will never be moved;
  they will be remembered forever.
 7 They are not afraid of evil tidings;
  their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.
 8 Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid;
  in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
 9 They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor;
  their righteousness endures forever;
  their horn is exalted in honor.

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12                 Reader
1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the testimony of God to you with superior speech or wisdom. 2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.
  6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, 
 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
  nor the human heart conceived,
 what God has prepared for those who love him”—
10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 11 For what human knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

* ACCLAMATION		“We are an Offering”		ELW 692
CCLI-11222261
We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering.  All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an offering.























* GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trodden under foot by men. 14 You are the light of the world, A city set on a hill cannot be hid. 15 Nor do men light a lamp and put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 17 Think not that I have come to abolish the law and the prophets; I have come not to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19 Whoever then relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but he who does them and teaches them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless Your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON		“PASS THE SALT”          LAY SPEAKER, BILL PIM		

* HYMN OF THE DAY		"Take My Life, That I May Be"	ELW 685
Public Domain
1.Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee: take my moments and my days, let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2.Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.

3.Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King; take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.

4. Take my silver and my gold, not a mite would I withhold; take my intellect, and use every pow’r as thou shalt choose.
* APOSTLE’S CREED            WORSHIP ASSISTANT
LET US PROCLAIM OUR FAITH WITH THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE’S CREED.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                          BILL PIM
                                                                       PLEASE BE SEATED
                                                      ANY PRAYER REQUESTS OR PRAISES
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

Your church does ministry in many and various ways. Keep the baptized true to the mind of Christ, that our works and witness bring hope to a troubled world. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your marvelous creation cries out to you. Restore polluted air, soil, and water sources to wholeness. Guard honeybees, elephants, great whales and songbirds from harm, and renew the face of the earth. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your people in every nation suffer injustice, poverty, and the threat of violence. Guide those in authority to govern with compassion, and bring peace to war zones (areas of conflict may be named). We pray for our enemies. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your blessings are poured out for all in need. Help and heal any who experience trauma, discrimination, disease, hunger, abuse, or persecution. Comfort those who are sick or grieving (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your wisdom guides this congregation and its ministries. Sustain our ordained leaders, staff, lay leaders, and volunteers. Form us to be salt and light for the neighbors we serve, following the example of Christ. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Your saints rejoice at your heavenly banquet. We give thanks for their lives of faith, trusting that we also will be embraced by your eternal love. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

*OFFERING            WORSHIP ASSISTANT
THE MONTHLY MISSION FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY IS FOR “FELLOWSHIP.” LET US GIVE TO GOD WHAT HE HAS FIRST GIVEN US.

*SPECIAL MUSIC BY JARED

* OFFERING HYMN     "Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow"  
ELW  885     Public Domain
To be sung when the offering is returned to the Altar.
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heav’nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

* OFFERING PRAYER     WORSHIP ASSISTANT AND CONGREGATION
God of light and life, you call us to follow Jesus and invite others into your love. Bless these gifts, that they may help us to share your grace, nurture disciples, and accompany those who seek you. Use us to make your presence known in the world, so that many may come and see your goodness. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

* THE LORD’S PRAYER           BILL PIM                               ELW PAGE 154
GATHERED INTO ONE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, LET US PRAY AS JESUS TAUGHT US TO PRAY.
OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US, AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, 
AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.


* BLESSING
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.

* HYMNOLOGY STORY   	BILL PIM

* Closing Hymn         “Close to Thee”
Written by Fanny J. Crosby

1.Thou, me everlasting portion, more than friend or life to me;
   All along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.
   Close to Thee, close to Thee, Close to Thee, Close to Thee;
   All along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.

2.Not for ease or worldly pleasure, Nor for fame my prayer shall 
   be; gladly will I toil and suffer, only let me walk with Thee.
   Close to Thee, close to Thee, Close to Thee, close to Thee.
   Gladly will I toil and suffer, only let me walk with Thee.
3.Lead me through the vale of shadows, Bear me o’er life’s fitful 
   sea; then the gate of life eternal May I enter, Lord with Thee.
   Close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee, close to Thee.
   Then the gate of life eternal May I enter, Lord, with Thee.
   

* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do justice, love mercy and walk humbly before our God. 
Thanks be to God!

*POSTLUDE		
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