[bookmark: _Hlk176782135]Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church

July 13, 2025, at 10:30 am

Pastor Tina Crog

*PRELUDE 		

* WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  -     WORSHIP ASSISTANT

* CALL TO WORSHIP                 PASTOR TINA
– PUT CALL TO WORSHIP IN LEADERS GUIDE ONLY
                                                  
Listen.  I have a story to tell — 
A story of a God who longed for justice.  A story of a God who pushed back the waters to make dry land. A story of a God who would not take “no” for an answer when it came to the safety of God’s own. For God’s people were suffering. God’s people were crying out. God’s people were shackled and bound by oppression. 

So God said to Moses, “Speak.” “Let my people Go.” And Moses spoke— over and over again. Moses stood up for justice, but over and over again, Pharaoh said no. Power said no. The path to justice is never easy, is it? The path to change is never a straight line, is it? 

So like Rosa, who sat on the bus, and Martin who had a dream, Moses kept trying. God kept speaking. Moses kept listening. Hope kept breathing. And when power tried to unravel justice, the people kept dreaming. 

God longed for justice. God still longs for justice. So let us worship God— for human injustice will never be strong enough to unravel God’s dream that all might be free, and all might know love. Let us worship our Holy God. 

[bookmark: _Hlk199592736]*OPENING HYMN		“Canticle of the Turning”   	 	ELW  723
One License A-700000

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS      PASTOR TINA
[bookmark: _Hlk194410789]Blessed be the triune God ✠ who created all things, who renews and sustains us, who pours out upon us the fullness of peace. Amen.

In the strong assurance of pardon, let us confess our sin.

God, you have asked us to be like Moses— 
standing up for your people, 
but we stay silent when the cost is high.
God, you ask us to be like Aaron— 
who stood by his brother to unravel systems of oppression. 
but we turn away, overwhelmed or afraid.
Like Pharaoh, our hearts grow hard—
to your voice, to our neighbors, to your will. 
Forgive us. Soften our hearts. Help us to be like Moses. Forgive us when we’re like Pharaoh. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.

Beloveds, God’s mercy is greater than any of our shortcomings. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all of your sins. In the name of the Father, ✠ and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Thanks be to God!

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE	“Lord Let My Heart Be Good Soil”		ELW 512
One License A-700000
[image: A sheet music with text and notes
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*GREETING   PASTOR TINA
MAY THE GRACE OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST, THE LOVE OF GOD, AND THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BE WITH YOU ALL.  AND ALSO WITH YOU.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY      WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Write your blessed name, O Lord, upon our hearts, there to remain so indelibly graven that no prosperity, no adversity, shall ever move us from your love. Be to us a strong tower of defense, a comforter in tribulation, a deliverer in distress, a very present help in trouble, and a guide to heaven through the many temptations and dangers of this life. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE    WORSHIP ASSISTANT
THE PEACE OF CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALWAYS.  AND ALSO WITH YOU.

PLEASE SHARE A SIGN OF GOD’S PEACE WITH ONE ANOTHER.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT    PASTOR TINA

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 5:1-18            Reader
1  Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to me in the wilderness.” 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should listen to him and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord, and I will not let Israel go.” 3 Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has revealed himself to us; let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness to sacrifice to the Lord our God, or he will fall upon us with pestilence or sword.” 4 But the king of Egypt said to them, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their work? Get to your labors!” 5 Pharaoh continued, “Now they are more numerous than the people of the land and yet you want them to stop laboring!” 6 That same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people, as well as their supervisors, 7 “You shall no longer give the people straw to make bricks, as before; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8 But you shall require of them the same quantity of bricks as they have made previously; do not diminish it, for they are lazy; that is why they cry, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ 9 Let heavier work be laid on them; then they will pay attention to it and not to deceptive words.”
  10 So the taskmasters and the supervisors of the people went out and said to the people, “Thus says Pharaoh: I will not give you straw. 11 Go and get straw yourselves, wherever you can find it, but your work will not be lessened in the least.” 12 So the people scattered throughout the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13 The taskmasters urged them on, saying, “Complete your work, the same daily assignment as when you were given straw.” 14 And the Israelite supervisors whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them were beaten and were asked, “Why did you not finish the required quantity of bricks yesterday and today, as you did before?”
  15 Then the Israelite supervisors came to Pharaoh and cried, “Why do you treat your servants like this? 16 No straw is given to your servants, yet they say to us, ‘Make bricks!’ Look how your servants are beaten! But the fault is with you.” 17 He said, “You are lazy, lazy; that is why you say, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the Lord.’ 18 Go now and work, for no straw shall be given you, but you shall still deliver the same number of bricks.” 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
[bookmark: _Hlk159854555] 
PSALM 10:1-6, 14-18            READER
1 Why, O Lord, do you stand far off?
  Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble?
 2 In arrogance the wicked persecute the poor—
  let them be caught in the schemes they have devised.
 3 For the wicked boast of the desires of their heart;
  those greedy for gain curse and renounce the Lord.
 4 In the pride of their countenance the wicked say, “God will not seek it out”;
  all their thoughts are, “There is no God.”
 5 Their ways prosper at all times;
  your judgments are on high, out of their sight;
  as for their foes, they scoff at them.
 6 They think in their heart, “We shall not be moved;
  throughout all generations we shall not meet adversity.”
 14 But you do see! Indeed, you note trouble and grief,
  that you may take it into your hands;
 the helpless commit themselves to you;
  you have been the helper of the orphan.
 15 Break the arm of the wicked and evildoers;
  seek out their wickedness until you find none.
 16 The Lord is king forever and ever;
  the nations shall perish from his land.
 17 O Lord, you will hear the desire of the meek;
  you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear
 18 to do justice for the orphan and the oppressed,
  so that those from earth may strike terror no more.













* ACCLAMATION	“Alleluia”					ELW pg. 204
[image: A sheet music with black text
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SECOND LESSON: Exodus 7:8-23       Pastor Tina
8 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 9 “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a wonder,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, and it will become a snake.’ ” 10 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did as the Lord had commanded; Aaron threw down his staff before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. 11 Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same by their secret arts. 12 Each one threw down his staff, and they became snakes, but Aaron’s staff swallowed up theirs. 13 However, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said.
  14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let the people go. 15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water; stand by at the bank of the Nile to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that was turned into a snake. 16 Say to him, ‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you to say, “Let my people go, so that they may serve me in the wilderness.” But until now you have not listened. 17 Thus says the Lord, “By this you shall know that I am the Lord.” See, with the staff that is in my hand I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall be turned to blood. 18 The fish in the river shall die, the river itself shall stink, and the Egyptians shall be unable to drink water from the Nile.’ ” 19 The Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron: Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt—over its rivers, its canals, and its ponds, and all its pools of water—so that they may become blood, and there shall be blood throughout the whole land of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.”
  20 Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and of his officials he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the Nile; all the water in the river was turned into blood, 21 and the fish in the river died. The river stank so that the Egyptians could not drink its water, and there was blood throughout the whole land of Egypt. 22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts; so Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said. 23 Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SERMON	             PASTOR TINA			

[bookmark: _Hlk199592843]* HYMN OF THE DAY		“Pharaoh Was a Brutal Tyrant”	
[bookmark: _Hlk199592858]sung to the tune JEFFERSON / “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” ELW 254
Public Domain

Pharaoh was a brutal tyrant, caught up in his thirsty greed.
Long the Israelites had suffered so they cried out to be freed.
Pharaoh worshiped high production, looking for the bottom line. 
All his subjects did his bidding, kneeling down before his shrine.

Moses joined his brother, Aaron, to deliver God’s demand.
They were sent to guide God’s people, bring them to the promised land.
When God called for Pharaoh’s action, he objected from the start.
Pharaoh failed to follow justice, callousing his hardened heart.

Pharaoh laughed at God’s commandment, he refused to let them go.
When he stood out by the banks he saw the river’s bloody flow.
Though he could have stopped the terror, ending Egypt’s horrid pain,
Pharaoh chose to welcome violence, all to save his wretched reign.

We have Pharaohs all around us; maybe we are like him, too.
May we heed God’s call to kindness, may we see God’s grace ensue.
God will turn God’s sure attention to the place where there’s despair,
Let us join in God’s salvation for all people everywhere.

* APOSTLE’S CREED    WORSHIP ASSISTANT
LET US CONFESS OUR FAITH IN THE WORDS OF THE APOSTLE’S CREED.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION             PASTOR TINA
PLEASE BE SEATED
ANY PRAYER CONCERNS OR JOYS

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the world.
A brief silence.

Saving God, awaken your church to your truth as it follows your path of love. Encourage pastors, deacons, teachers, and seminarians, and lead them as they seek to learn your ways. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Prosper the harvests of fruit-bearing bushes, trees, and plants.  Uphold farmers and farm workers as they labor through summer days, and bring relief to lands that are parched with heat. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Instill in leaders of the world a strong love for their neighbors. Compel them to govern with equity and to give aid and protection to people who are vulnerable. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Draw near to people in need of help, comfort, and healing (especially). Provide protection and aid to children who are unsafe and undernourished while on summer break. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Go with all who travel and protect them from harm. Put in their paths people who offer aid. We pray especially for the safety of first responders. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us and have made your love known. Help us to follow their witness as we await our share in the inheritance of the saints. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

*OFFERING     WORSHIP ASSISTANT
THE MONTHLY MISSION FOR JULY IS FOR THE COLLABORATION.  LET US GIVE TO GOD WHAT HE HAS FIRST GIVEN US. 

SPECIAL MUSIC BY JARED

* OFFERING HYMN 	“We Are an Offering”		 	ELW #692
CCLI – 11222261
TO BE SUNG WHILE THE OFFERING IS BEING RETURNED TO THE ALTAR.
We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
Lord use our voices
Lord use our hands
Lord use our lives they are Yours
We are an offering

All that we have
All that we are
All that we hope to be
We give to You
We give to You

We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
We are an offering

* OFFERING PRAYER     WORSHIP ASSISTANT AND CONGREGATION
God of all threads, we bring these gifts—offered from tangled lives and unraveling plans—trusting that You weave wholeness from what feels undone. Use these offerings to mend what is broken, to wrap others in care, and to remind us that Your love never comes apart. Amen.

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING		PASTOR TINA					
The Lord be with you.
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right our duty and our joy….we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

* HOLY, HOLY, HOLY						ELW PAGE 207		
[image: A sheet music with text and symbols

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
* LITURGY OF HOLY COMMUNION                PASTOR TINA

* LORD’S PRAYER			PASTOR TINA

GATHERED INTO ONE BY THE HOLY SPIRIT, LET US PRAY AS JESUS TAUGHT US TO PRAY.

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE, ON EARTH AS IT IS HEAVEN.  GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, FOREVER AND EVER. AMEN.				


 *LAMB OF GOD		                                             ELW PAGE 208						
[image: A sheet music with music notes
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*COMMUNION     PASTOR TINA

*SPECIAL MUSIC DURING HOLY COMMUNION BY JARED

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING

* POST COMMUNION HYMN 	“As the Grains of Wheat”	ELW 465 vs. 2
One License A-700000

	Refrain.  As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
	were gathered into one to become our bread; 
	so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
	be gathered into one in you.

	Vs 2.     Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
	when all creation shares this feast with you.  

 	Refrain. As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
	were gathered into one to become our bread; 
	so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
	be gathered into one in you.

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION     PASTOR TINA AND CONGREGATION
Gracious God, in this meal you meet us in the breaking and the blessing. When our lives come apart, your love holds us together. Send us out nourished by grace, to mend, to serve, and to trust the threads you are still weaving. Amen.


* BLESSING      PASTOR TINA
MAY THE SPIRIT OF THE TRIUNE GOD + BLESS YOU WITH JOY, ANOINT YOU WITH COMPASSION, AND SEND YOU OUT TO SERVE OTHERS IN LOVE.   AMEN.

* CLOSING HYMN		“Just a Closer Walk with Thee”   	 ELW  697
Public Domain

* DISMISSAL    WORSHIP ASSISTANT
Go in peace, sharing the gifts of Christ! Thanks be to God!

*POSTLUDE		

Call to Worship and the Confession and Forgiveness are by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org
“Pharaoh Was a Brutal Tyrant” Copyright 2019 Stephen M. Fearing | www.stephenmfearing.com
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Text: Handt Hanson, b. 1950
Music: GOOD SOIL, Handt Hanson
Text and music © 1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc., admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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